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| The SPIRIT of PMRIST,x | 


The SPIRIT of the 4P0S TLES,p Is Ariſen, | 
N 


The SPIRIT of, the MARTYRS) 


Which beareth TzsT1 MON Y againſt 


SWEARING and OATHS: 


Fof which the Martyrs ſuffered in the time of the Ten] : 
Perſecuttons, and ſome fince ; which we alſo, the People| ! 
of God called Quakers, do now ſuffer for, as many | 
thouſands have done, for keeping the Commands of 
Chriſt, who ſaith, Swear not at all. = 

Andalſo, here you may ſee ſuch Martyrs as could not put off their | 7} 
Hat or Bonet to the Pope, nor his Legate. 1 38 

And an Example of one Martyr, that could not give Swre:zes, being | 7 

Innocent. \ 4. Y 

So that you may ſee in this Book following | to ſwear not at all, no | : 

to' take Oaths, nor to deny putting off the Hat or Bonnet, nor to 
deny giving Sureties (being Innocent) is no new thing ] which is 
proved out of the Scriptures, and Book of Martyrs. 4 


| You have heard that it hath been ſaid by them of old time, Thou ſhalt not 

forſwear thy ſelf, but ſhalt perform unto the Lord thine Oaths. 

' But I ſay uunto you, Swear not at all, &c, but let your communication be 
yea, Pea, ard nap, nay ; for whatſoever is more , cometh of evil, 
Matth. o | LURE 6 K 154 be: 

Bat abeve & things my Brethren, Caear not , neither by Heaven, | 
neither by Earth, neither by any other Oath : but let your yea be yea, | 
and your nay, nap, /eft you fall :nto Condemnation, Jam. 5.12, {© = 
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Londen, Printed for Gules Calvert, at the fign of the Black- 
ſpread-Eagle, at the Weſt-end of Pauls, 1661, + _ 
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ed the ffrife ; which Chuitt, deftroyes the Dzvil, the anthor of 


' Bing before the Fall, that dath reſtore, into God's Image, Kr ro the 


our Tea be Tea, and jour Nay Nay; And this was the praQtice 


the Reſtauration, who was built-upon the trac Foundation, that 
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The Spiritof Chriſt, the Spirit of the Apoſtles, and the 
Spirit of the Martyrs 7s ariſen , Which bears Teſte 
mony againſt Swearing and Oaths, | 


thts CANS. a. WI 


Here was no Oaths before the Fall given to Man, but* 
after the Fall ; for in the Lay (after the Fall) among- 
the Jews were the Oaths given and commanded, 
which Chriſt by whom the World was- made, which 
was before the Fall ; who was the Oath of G OD, of whom 
Oaths were typical in the Fall; who ends the Strefe, and 
brought into the Reff, and tyed up to G O D : And Chriſt the. 
Oath of G O Dends all Oaths whatſoever that tyed up to God, 
and brought into the Land of Ref, outward Canaan, and end- 


ſtrife, whois the Reſt himielf, and is the Way, the Trath, and 
the Life that brings up to God, and is God's 'Covenant, in 
which Man hath Peace with G OD, thatdeſtroyes that which = 
led out fremGg OD and CHRIST, He itis that ſaith, cx,;j9whow 
Swear not at al, neuther by Heaven nor Earth, nor any other Oath, the Oath of® 
which reſtores Man into the ſtate that he was in, in the begin- God brings? 


S » o M ſe { T - : , 
and ſo in the Reftauration there is'no Oaths nor Swearing ac- FO ng 


cording to the Doctrine of Him, but Yea and Nay to be pra- - < 7} 
Riſed in all their common occaſions, and whatſoever is more 1s 3 
evil; So Swearing now comes to be evil : And this is the Do- 
Arine of Him that doth reftore People up” into the ſtate that 
Man was in in the beginning, who is the Subſtance that ends: 
the Figures: and his Diſciple that followed, his Counſel, who. 
is the-Everlaſting Counſellor, ſaid, Above all things,my Brethren, 38 
ſwear not at all; neither by Heaven nor Earth,nor any other Oath, James 5..." 2 
leſt ye fall into Condemnation : but 1n all your communications, let 2 


of them that followed the Do&trine and Command of (rift in. 


was fiſt laid in the primitive amongſt the-ir»e Brethren, A 
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held forth publickly : which Le Do&rine and Command 
of Chriſt Feſws and the 4 ar in the primitive times, many 
of the Martyrs followed, held forth and praftiſed, amongſt 
ſuch as were degenerated and apoſtatized from the Life and 
Power of Chriſt and the Apoſtes,though they profelt the words ; 
and now is the Spirit of Chriſt Teſs, and the Apoſtles, and the 
Saints in the primitive times, and the Spirit of the Martyrs 
riſen , which doth bear a Teſtimony againſt al Oarhs and 
Swearing Whatſoever, amonglit Heathens, Jews, and Apeſtate 
Chriſtians, both publick,and private, and keeps to Tex and Nay 
in all their commox occaſions, as Chriſt and the Apoſtles; and 
Martyrs taught and practiſed , knowing whatſoever is more 
* than Yea and Nay 1s evil; and ſuch are condemned that do 

ſwear, according to Chriſt's and the Apoſtles Doctrine. Sq we 
{ay again, (Chriſt and the Apoſtles and Martyrs Spirit is 71ſen, 
which hath been dead, and is dead .in and among the Apottates, 
that have the Forms but deny the Power, from which we turn 
_ away ; but now is 7:ſez amongſt Z-s, lives. and is alive ; Glory © 
and Honour to. G OD through Feſ#s Chriſt, that doth reſtore 
up to the Beginning into the Image of GOD, as Man was be- 
fore the Fall, before Oaths were. So, ſee ſome Examples, 
ſee Geneſis, there was no Command given to «Adam and Eve 
before the Fall concerning Swearing, neither from Chri## thar 
doth reſtore Man again, who ends the Oaths before the Law, 
and in the Law and Prophets, to whom the Angels bow that 
ſwore : for Chriſt ſaid, Swear not at all, who is the Lord and 
Maſter; ſo ic is better to obey Him than Man : And #» all your 
communication, let your yea be pea, and your nap nap ; whatſoever 
Z more than this comes of evil, ſaith he that reſtores,even Chri#t. 
And for further example, ſee the Apoſtles, who practiſed the 
Doctrine and Command of Chrift, and ſaid, Above all. things, 
my Brethren, ſwear-not at all, left you fall znto condemnation, Jam. 
' F. but let your. yea be pea, and your nay nay 17. all your.common 
occaſions, Andthough there were Swearing among the Fews, 
and other heatheniſh Nations, before the apoſtare Chriſtians 


= 


got. up to; ſwear; .yet the Apoſtles and Brethren obeyed, ;and 
was to obey. the DoArine and Command ,of Chriſt : | So if 
Chit command exe+b3ng,and men another, it is better to obey 
bb ; tne 
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tne Lord Feſus Chrift the Life, who is the Reſtorer, Saviour 
and Red:emer, than mer, Andalfo ſee the Examples of the. 
Martyrs that followed Chriſt and the Apoſtles Do&trine if the | 
night of the apoſtate Chriſtians, from the Life of Chri#- and 7 
the ApoHes, who ſuffered among them, that had the forme of, 
Godlineſs, but denied the power ; See their Example as. fol- 
loweth, for he that had the forms of Godlineſs bur denied the 
power, among them have the Oaths and Sweating come up, - 
who perſecuted and martyred them that lived in the pwer of 
God; nevertheleſs the Martyrs could not yeeld to thele Apo- 
ſtate Chriſtians, but kept the Do&rines and Commands of ' 
Chrift Jeſus, and kept to Yea and Nay in their common occa- 
ſions, and denied Oaths, and yeelded up their Efates to the 
Spoyler, and their Bodies to the Fire, And alſo ſee the Mar- 
t3rs that ſuffered and denied ſivearing by the Heathen Empe- 
ror's Good Fortune, and by Caeſar's Profþerity, which was the 
cuttom of the Romans at that time, and of divers Heathen Em- 
perors : And now would not all people ſay,for obeying Chriſt's, 
Dofirize, that they diſobey the Command of the Rulers, Which 
commanded that which their Maſter forbad, for the ſake of which 
many did deny their Lives and Eftates for the keeping of his. 
Commands. And that alſo, that people may now ſee 1t is no 
new thing to deny Swearing and Oaths, take a few Examples of -- 
the Faithful in Ages paſt. | 

: © F. 


Swearing denyed by the Martyrs. 


| Br who was (as its ſaid ) Fohn's Diſciple, and had Vol. 13, * 
ben a Diſciple eighty nine years, when he came to ſuffer fol, 55, 
Martyrdom, the Preconſul required him to ſwear by the Empe= 
rors good Fortune and by Ceſars Profperity, which was the cuſtom. 
the Romans at that time. And divers Heathen Emperors ſet 
up their own Images to be worſhipped, and their Perſons to. 
be ſworn by : but Policarpms denied,and ſaid, he was a Chrifti. 
an, ard would ſhew forth the Dottrine of Chriftianity if he deſired. 
the ſame, if the Proconſul would. eppornt a day and hear it: For. 
Policarpus refaſed to ſmear, but kepr Chriſt's Do&rine ; ſo he 
was ted away tobe burned, being an old ancient man, _ 
| h | ——_ 


"=: feffing himſelf to be a Chili, So at that time it ſeems Chri- I 
"| $ ſtians did not Swear, as afterwards they did in the Apoſtacy, ; 
- | _ See Alts and Monuments, = F 
> | =  _ And Baf1idera Soldier, and afterwards a Martyr, being re- 3 
" F  _ - dquiredto ſwear, affirmed plainly, That ut was net lawfnl for : 
= Þ him to ſwear, for that he was a Chriftian, So that it ſeems that 

8 I  itwasthz mark of a Chriſtian not ro ſwear, See Enſebrahib.s, 
"Is chap. 4. pag. 98, : | ; 
"8 © _ And Ju#inian the Emperor appointed firſt, rhat men ſhould - 
oF * ſmear By the Goſpel, and lay their hands thereupon and kiſſe it, — * 
laying, S2 help me God, And here Chriſtendom may ſee who ; 
are in the Apoftacy, and who were the firſt Inventors of this . | 

Fo 8 Swedring and the manner thereof ; which the Teachers of theſc 

EW * litter Ages do ignorantly preſs for an Ordinance of God,fince 


= i the Apoltles dayes, 
5 FAG 5 and Se the old manner of the PapsFFs Oath, which they uſe to 
Falmm. Tquire of People as the quality and fad required by a Corporal 
| Fol:x.pag. Oath, taken upon the Evange!1fs, or upon the Reliques of 
2 *>$5 4 Sants, or upon the mag? f;he Crucifix, &c. 
3 ed ' Anocher manner of the Papiſts Oath : They cauſed them 
> & to ſwear by the EvangeliFts, with their three middle fingers 
8 {ftretched out and laid: upon the Book, as a ſign of the Trinity 
> © Ze, $ths 2nd Catholick Faith ; and the other two, the thumb and little 
ÞF does. nger, put don under the Book, in token of damnation of 
IS cx& Body and Soul if they did not depoſe the Truth in the matter, 
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J 2 Alſo in the-dayes of Nero and Domitzan, both Heathen Em- 

230 7 . _ ... Perors and Crwel T yrants, was very great and ſore Perſecutions 

EE -- ofthe Chriſtians, and they had a form of an Oath formento * 
*...- {year bythe Inquiſitor of their Inquiſition, put the Chriſtians + 

who they perſecuted, to ſweatby their form of Oath, whether 

OY - | that they were Chriſtians or no ; bur the Chriſtians refuſed tol | 

.. ſmear, confelling and ſaying , That they were Chriftians, - and 

. + © Could not denyChritt nor his Doftrins ; and then, according to , 

{ - the Heathens Law, Sentence of Death'was pronounced againſt 

"F the Chriſtians by the Proconſu/,' and forthwith the Senterice = ? 


LOG 8 

ts a ne pat in Execution by wicked blood-thirfty-men, whopue © | 
RE - the Chriſtians to death, ſome afcer one manner, and ſome,at 
_  — another, according to the Wilts of thele cruel 7 yrants the Em- 
| 2" petors. »And 2} 
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- the Age of Seorners, called the Dew/'s ſervant, or Lollard ) 6 53. Rich, 


"ny ' (t9') | 'V 
-: And he Walderiſes or Leomifts (whoſe Names are ſo famous De Suce 
-in the Reformed Churches ) and who are ſaid immediately. to cap, 6. 4 
ſucceed the Apoſtles, and were'the moſt ancient and:true- Pro. I 
\tetaxts;\ profeſſed :it-to-be.no way lawful for a-Chriſtiair-vo © 4; 
{car -- 1Inche'Defence of whom; :in-the-very»rhiing,«Biſkop —* 
"Kſrer;late Biſhop of Armath, Þ zimgac of [re/and, pleadeth thei {7 
Cauſe againſt the Pap:#s and .Feſwites, who are the Svearers- : 

and breakers of Oaths,: and-yer pleads for Swearing. © - = 
- . The Plowmanin his Complaint faith, Thox giveit us a Con. Vol.1. pag 
-mandment of Trutb, in bidding us ſay, Yea, yea, Nay, nay, and $27. * 
ſwear ſor nothing. Thou giveſt us alſo a Conmmandmeat of Beek: | 
neſs, axd another of Poozneſs ; but Lerd, he that calleth himſelf © 
thy Vicar on Earth, hath-both theſe Commandments broken : for <- 
he maketh a Law to compel men t0 (wear ; and by his Law he 
reacherh, that for a man ta ſave. his. life may fox wear and 1ye ; 

and ſo Lord, through the comfort of him and his Laws the People 
draweth out to. ſwear and to tye'; nay, oft-times to forſwear them : 
Lord, bere us little truth. Further he ſaith, Whether thou or- 
dameSt ay Order of Fighters to turn men to the Belief ; other or- | 
dain that Knights ſhould ſwear to fight for thy Words. + 21 = 

And it is one. of *Fohz wWickliff's Articles, ( whoſe Works V0.1. pa 
were as much efteemed of by the Proteſtants in England and 556. Riel 
Bohemia, as deſpiſed by the Papi#s and their Clergy, having 245 dajess 
his Bones taken up and burned forty one years afrer his. de- -* 
ceaſe ; and this Books: were alſo burned : and this Article, ..* © 78 
with many.other,was condemned by the Council of Corftance) 
That all Daths which be made for any Contra& or Civil Bar- 
gain betwixt man and man, bz unlawtul. John Has and Fe- 
reme of Prague were condemed for holding Wicklif's Opini- . . 3 
ons, pt 36S oqh 3 p | 3 
: : And Walter Prete, a Teacher among the. People of. God (in Yol.1, fe l, 


LAS 
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againlt ' hom the Pope and King'R:chard the Second, and then 24's days, ”; 
the #4ngod!y Biſhops made ſuch ado. to have the name of Truth _*Þ 
extinguiſhed, andthe Profefſors thereof-cut off) this is. Wal- # 
ter's: Teſtimony as' concerning Oaths, 7 believe and: obey the _ 
ERIDY thty God, 'and my Maſter (, brift Jeſus,” mhich F- 


teacheth:that Chriſt ian men 4n the. Affirmation of Trath ſhould pep 
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the Rightconſneſs of the Scribes and Phaniſces of rbe-O/d Teſta- 
. mem, or elſe he excludeth then from the Ego of Heaven ; 
for be ſaith, Except your Righteouſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs of | 
the Scribes and Phariſees you cant enter into the Kipgdom-af 
Heaven, Andas concerning Oaths he ſaith, /t hath beep ſavd 
of old time, Thox ſhalt not finer thy ſelf, but ſhalt perfarns thoſe 
things unto the Lord thou knoweſt, But I ſay unto you, T hou ſhalt 
20t ; on at all, neither by the Heaven, nor by the Earth, &c. 
But let your communications be yea, yea, and nay, nay; for what- 
| ſoeever ſhall be mere than this proceedeth of evil, Therefore as the 
' perfellion of the ancient men of the Old Teftament was not to for- 
ſwear themſelves : ſo the perfeition of a Chriſtian man,..js not to 
ſwear at all, becauſe they are commanded of (hriſt, whoſe Coms- 
mand in no caſe muSt be broken, although the City of Rome © 
contrary to the Doitrine of (brit, &c. A good Teſtimony of a 

bleſſed Martyr. \ +} 
Hear it appears that the Swearing which Chriſt forbids, is 
not only prophane Swearing ( Exod. 20, 7.) inthe Common. 
Communication, for that was forbidden in the Law, where it 
is ſaid, Thow ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in 
vain, &c, but ſolemn Swearing, which was to be performed ; 
and that was the perfe&ion of the: Law. And Kings and 
Princes may take warning by this King Richard, not to fulfill 
the cruel and bloody defires of their Prelats. | 
_ And Chryſoftom, who was Biſhop of Conitantineple, in come 
mendation of whom much is ſaid un the Eccleſiattical Hifbory, 
he blameth them greatly that brought forth a Book to ſwear up- 
on, Charging his Clark, That in no wiſe they conſtraju any body 
ra ſwear, Whether they think a man ſwear trwe or falſe, ſaying 
that 1t 18.4 fi) zo. ſwear well, Now I mentioned before that it 
was an Emperor that commanded firſt that meniſhould ſwear by 
e Bock,, and this ( bryſoſtom reproves : So hereby it: maybe. 
ſeen by theſe Examples, that it is: no new Do&rine' to.deny 
all Swearing : and there hath been a People very many years 
in the Low-Conntries that have denyed Swearing 12 any matter ; 
therefore their' Tea and Nay Rands in Courts of Judicatory 
equal with an Oath, taey being men generally of known Inte. 
rity, Whoſe Tea is 7a, and Nay, Nay, in all places and.mat= 
ters, as hereafter you may ſee, _ - Likes 
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Likewiſe: Ferom, who was an antient Father and Teacher in: 
the Church, which all the Proteſtants owned, upon that place, 
Matth;y. 37. and Fames 5.12. theſe are his words, /t was 

tred under the Law tothe Jews, as being tender, as it mere 
Infants, that they were to offer Sacrifices to God, leſt they ſhould 
ſacrifice to Idols ; ſo that they might ſwear by God, not that it was) 
rightfml ſo to do, but becauſe it was better to ſwear by the LORD, 
than to ſwear by falſe Gods and Devils : But the great Evangeliſt 
in ſincerity and truth admits; not of an Oath, fince every true 
ſaying #5 equality therennto, : 

In like manner doth T heophilaF, an ancient Father of the 
Church, whom the Proteſtants own, and have often cited his 
Do&rine for proof upon the place in controverhie, ſaith, Learn: 
hence,that then under the Law it was not evil for one to ſwear: but 
ſince the coming of (briſt it ts evil,as ts Circumciſion, and in ſome, 
whatever is judaical ; for it may become a Child to ſuck,” and not 
Man. So that Oaths pertained to the Fews, who were under 
the changeable Covenant, and the mutable Covenant, Which con- 
tinued- but for a time, till the'Seed Chrif, the Oath of God 
was revealed; and where He is revealed and witnefled, all - 
the Judaical things, ries and figures,and changeable Ordinances 
have an end. oh 

Likewiſe Ambroſe upon Pſalm 118, he ſaith, Noxe doth ſwear 
aright but he that knows what he ſweareth : and the Lord hath 
ſworn, aud will not repent, ( that 1s, concerning his Son, God's 
Oath, which ends the Oaths.) Upon Pſal. 110. Ambroſe ſaith, 
Let hims then ſweare mho cannot repent of his Oath. And a little 
afcer the ſaid Ambroſe ſaith, Do not imitate him in ſwearing, 
whom you cannot imitate in fulfilling. And indeed the principal 
Solution given by him is, Swear 70 at all, and the aforeſaid + - 
Waldenſes who condemned all manner of Swearing as unlawful, 
they made it their care to avoid Swearing and Lying, and here- 
by they did give ſufficient caution againſt all Inconveniences 
which might come thereby as to Government in general ; 'for 
whereas Teſtification or Afſertion is made without an Oath, is 
as ſure as if it had been ſworn to, And Biſhip #ſker doth 
eſteem thatplace of Matth. 5. Swear not at all, to be a ſufh- 
cient plea for the Waldenſes againſt Swearing. And therefore 

B 2 they 


+ «A 


( 12) * 
they who have any eſteem of the aforefaid Author7,and of their 


ith Inquiſition, ſaith, Among all the Sects which are or have 


Church of Rome) than the Waldenſes, aud that for three: Rea- 
ſons, firſt, Becauſe of their Antiquity*;,” and ſecondly, Becauſe of 
their Kniverſality ; and thirdly, In that they did profeſs it no Way 
lawful fer aC hriſtian to Swear on any occaſion, Which Dodtrine 


'  Fanſeninus, two Papifts, ſo much envy the Waldenſes in this 
thing, about the keeping the Commands of Chriſt, And yet 
notwithſtanding all this Cloud of Witnefles, both in the Pri- 
mitive times: andafter Ages, divers who ſuffered as Martyrs, 
did hold the ſame ; and alſo the many Teſtimonies of them 
who have dyed in the Faith of Chriſt and the Apoſtles, and 
kept the Teſtimony of the Commands of Chrift, . 

Andalſo it is recorded, that the Chrigtian Martyrs in King 
Richard's days,and in Herry the Fourth,and Henry the Sixth's 
dayes, and in Mares dayes here in Exgland, did bear a good 
Teſtimony againſt Swearing, and likewite did refuſe to ſwear, 
according to ths Command of Chriſt, who ſaid, Swear xot at. 

ps - all, Therefore I ſay, it 15 neither lawful, nor comely,nor fafe 

BE - to break the Law of Chriſt, which ends the Law and Com< 

b mandment that commands Swearing , which Lay of Chriſt is 

the Law of the Spirit of Life, the Tranſgrefſion of which is 
evil, and the Penalty of which is Condemmation : So ſee ſome 

Examples as followeth. | 
Fohn Florence a Turner held, That all ſach as did ſwear by 

:- their Life or Power, ſhall be damned, except they repent. | 

*Pe.x.pag, Firlt, itis ſaid, That Margery Baxrer did inform this De- 

"$>r, Hey, ponent, That ſke ſhould 1 no caſe ſwear, ſaying to herin Eng. 

- 6ths days, liſh, Dame, beware of the Bee, for every Bee will ting ; there- 

- .- fore take heed you ſwear not, neuher by God, neither by our Lady, 

; 2» weither by any other Saint : and if you do contrary,the Bee will ſting 

F ; B if OHY mouth, and VENOm your ſoul $8 ; ' 

Wt Po/.t.pag. Above one h#zdred taken, whereof ſome were burned, ſome 

#869. Hey. cruelly handled, and ſome were forged to abjure, whoſaid, It 

'*Gths days. was not lawful to ſwear mm private caſes, : There 
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_Dottrines, muſt not condemn the Quakers as for novelties, or: 
- | for broachers of »ew.Doftrine : For. Kinerias, 'one of. the Po-. 


been, there is not any more pernicions to the Church (meaning the. 


was contrary to the Church of Rome, whichmade Rizerizs and 
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| thing to do with you. 
King nor Queen, ' 
than. I. | 
much ſwearing , which 15 a great-fault.1n a Biſhop,. of 'all others, 
:that ſhould be an Example to: the Flock, Then he and his Pre- 


'lats were in a Rage with him, becauſe he reproved him for 


With nine more. 


'. Bradford ſpake againſt Swearing before the Charcellor, and Pap, 2 86. 
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- There it is aid, cher yoapmony the Pope nor the Brelats, venber Vol. x naw. 
wy Ordinary can compel any man to. ſmear by any Creature of God, $96. Hai 
@r by the Bible-book, | ALE BIB 46 TAS OS 4 T ! arhr dan 
X Waodman's Examination before the Biſhop of Wincheſter. 2 i” 3 
- Wincheſter ſaid, Hold him a Book, if he refuſe to ſie xr; he Vol $3.4 Fe 
is an Anabaptiſt, and ſhall be Excommunicated, 323, Mas; 
Wood, I will not ſwear for you; Excommunicate me if you dajes. © 
will : for you be not weet to takg an Oath, &c. _ 
Winch, ſaid, Thou art an abſolute Fool,- and an Heretick ; Pag. $22, 
Lay thy hand on the Book, and-anſwer to ſuch things as I lay "Y 
again(t thee, - | | 
| "Wood, I will lay no hand on the Book, for none of ye all, 1 have 


Winch, This, man_ is without. Law, and cates not for the 
Woodm, I wonld you leved the King nor Queer no worſe 


Woodman ſaid to the Biſhop of Chicheſter, Why my Lord, S. 
Paul ſa:tb ro Timothy, A Biſhop ſhould be blamelefs ; and you uſe 


his ſwearing, And this K:chard Woodman was burnt at Lens 

Some. refuſed to take the Oath in the King's. Colledge, ang 766. Mas" 
would not betray themſelves, © * Jayne "F 

Ar a Conference between the Biſhop and Mr. Phipot, and V3. p.56x, 
other Pritoners, the BiſZop brought a Book for the Priſoners Ma, dayes., ® 
to ſwear againſt Phi/por, and the Priſoners refuſed ro ſwear. w. 

One Smith hearing Biſhop Benner ſwear, he ſaid, Well ſworn, Pa 1g. 400. * 
19þ7ep © govd watch ( 1n reproof to him.) Then B, Bouner called Ma,dayes © 
tim, Maſter Controller, you catch me at mywords, Þ le catch thee | 
a4 well I warrant thee, _ So here he reproves a Biſhop. | 


would not take the Queens Oath : and then the Chancellor ſaid, Ma, lol 
hz went to deny all obedience to the Queen, and make God's 8 
Word a Warrant for it ; for he will not anfiver the Queen in 
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E this ſott, when ſhe ſaith, 1... i to the Biſhop of Rowe, 
C And yet Bradford ſaid, He did wot go abowt to deny all obeilience 
E- to _ Queen, but denyed obedience inthis party if ſhe ſbenld des 
I mand it, | . 
ax; It' pittieth me to hear the uſe of ſome in our Nation, ay 
+420. faith name themſelves Spiritual, and name themſelves Head Mini, 
tf }F. S. Persof the Church; who incontinent as a man cometh before 
. them, they call for a Book, and do move him to ſwear ; they 
will charge him by Vertue of the Contents of the Evangel:&s, 
3 . © They that will follow the Law ſhall be heard in open 
-P.120. 7 Court, and taught how the matter is like to proceed, and 
| German). counſelled with newExhortations to top their Proceſs, if they 
; will not be perſwaded ; and the Judges ſeeing the matter am- 
- bignoas,that they cannot give Sentence,except by vertue of an 
Oath made by one of the Parties they befirſt better certified ; 
then they will ſhew the ſame before the Suiters, declaring 
what a chargeful thing it is to ſwear a ſolemn Oath, for the 
love of ſome worldly profit , beſides an ill example that 1s 
ob — a Multitude, 1t works to themſelves haply ſhame or 
doneTPy, - ooh hh. : | 
- Bo chit Jurigs and Swearing is well excluded out of Germa- 
»y, and need not much to be required ; the Judges and Peers 
by Reaſon, and ſober and fatherly Exhortations periwading their 
Neighbours, to avoid God's Diſpleaſure : As here you may 
= :-. : fee the Magiſtrates of - Middleburgh were to take Peoples Tea 
+ - -. and Nayinfteadofan Oath, by this which followeth, 
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COPY given forth by AUTHORITY 
= 
MIDDLEBURGH. 


V HEREAS there hath been an Addreſs 
preſented unto his Excellency in the be- 
half of certain ofthe Inhabitants of the City of Mzd- 
dleburgh , wherein Complaint was made of the _ 
ſtrates of the ſaid City, who not long fince cauſed 
the Shops of ſome of the ſaid Inhabitants to be ſhut 
up, ' and conſequently hath forbidden them Trading, 
chough it be their only means to maintain their Fa-- 
milies by: 3 and that this hath been the Cauſe (to wit ) 
their refuſing the taking the accuſtomed Oaths, as 
others have done ; Yet nevertheleſs it appeareth that 
for certain years paſt, they have paid all Taxes, Con- 
tributions and Cuſtoms belonging to the City; even. 
equal with other Citizens and Inhabitants of the faid 
Cify (though they had never taken the ſaid Oath)and 
that willingly 5 and therefore ought they now to have 
their Liberty, without being moleſted in this particu- 
lr; feeing they defire nothing elſe than to live in the 
enjoyment of their Liberty of their Conſciences, in 
order to which this preſent Warre with the King of 
Spam was Raiſed by his SubjeRts, and which now, 
by the help of God, is come 1o far, thatthe aforeſaid 
Liberty of Conſcience is obtained ; 'and therefore it 


would: 


: %* x6* ? 

would be an evil thing < Se away from theſe Peo. 
ple, who through their paying of Taxes and Contri- | 

utions, and bearing of ather Burdens ( befides the | 
great. hazard of their, Lives and Libetties) hath holpen, # 
co obrain-it; And it-appears that' thefe' People! have” 
declared, that they are willing to be ruled according 
to the Ordinances of the City, yet nevertheleſs the 
Magiſtratez 'do and have ſtriven with them about the 
Oath , which have not only extended to the expelling 
them out of the City, but conſequently to the torcing” 
out of a numberleſs Company of others in Holland 
and Zealand, with their Wives and Children, to their 
utter Ruine : and this. would not tend to-any man's 
profir, but. on the contrrry, it would: be. a great-:ap- 
parant hinderance to theſe Lands , becauſe Trading 
thereby, over al Na TIoNs, would greatly de-- 
creaſe. Eat | 79. of 

And foraſmuch as theſe People do proffer, ''That : 
their Y-E-A ſhall ſtand inſtead of an Oath , and the 
Franſgreſſion thereof to be puniſhed as Petjured 
Perſons : Which thing his Excellency having taken 
into conſideration , doth therefore, with the Advice 
of the Goyernour and Council of Zealand, Ordain 
and Confirm, and by theſe Preſents be it Ordained. + 
and Confirmed , That the Peoples Y EA, aforeſaid, 
ſhall and inſtead of an Oath, before the Magiſtrates 
of the aforeſaid City ; And that the'Tranſgreffors .of 
the ſame ſhall: be puniſhed as. Forſwearers ; or Per-, 
jured Perſons. - Moreover , His Excellency doth 
Charge and. Command the Magiſtrates of  M:dale- 
burgh , with all others whom it doth .concern', For 
the future, not. to [butthen theſe People afore-ſaid,. 

SIT | | any 
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- [any further with the, os? Nw they' fall open 
their Shops, and follow. their Fong as formerly” 
they! have done. 11:4; 2: 
| "This was piven forth in his Eiedlenties Nan, aþ 

ang under his Seal, in" the City of 'Middle- 
burgh 7 Zealand, the 26h ef January, 


wh th 


BY 


SS 


Heai followeth a co py of i ond Ti to the 
_ Confirmation of the former. © x 
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NOBLE, HONEST, HONOURABLE, 
: W I FE, '[DISCREET, "and er 
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- VAN FH ER BAS there are certhin men, as it Vide WE 

is faid, dwelling in Mzradleburgh, who with giou Mh r= 

'Com laits have at ſundry times been made foley, pr 2 

unto-Us, how that you are daily moleſting them, ſo 68, 69. 4 

that in Quietneſs and Peace they cannot Blow their ' "2 
Trading, therebytoget a Livelihood for themſelves 

and their Families,” they being hindered from ſetting 
-open their” Shops, under Norv of their Refuſing 
the-raking of the Oath, in ſucha Form as other Citi- 
zens have done , the which we have already taken 
into Conſtderation ; "And ſeeing that 'the aforeſaid 
People-do proffer to bear their part of alt reaſonable 
Burdens withother Citizens, they themſelves being 
excuſed from bearing of Arms , ſo that you may or- 
der that for them at their Charge,-or ſuch as you ſhall 
appoint, howbeit, nor exceeding Equity and Reaſon. 
- But however we think that you are to be blamed, _ 
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that you- ſuffer them not to live in Quietnefſe atzd 
Peace; according to their Mind-and Conſcience, and . 
according to the At , which, with the Advice of the 


' Governour-aud Council, We bave formerly granted 
. them; 'which they have ſhewed untg-You, as they 


ſay 5 Nevertheleſs We have underſtood, that to this 
very day You will not obſerye it, nor Our former 
LETTERS, We are therefore now. finally ne- 
ceſlitated $0 write This, by which we dq. maniteſt- 
ly declare emto You, That it doth not belong to You 
in particnlar, to trouble your ſelves about the Con- 
ſciences of any, if there benothing done by them, 
which: tgndeth to-the ſcandalizipg of ;any 3 and in 
that particular we do not gefire to: reſpedt or-ſuffer 
any3 And therefore We expfeſly Charge and Require 
You, that from henceforth you forbear moleſting 
thoſe People called AN ABAPTIS TS, orfrom 
hindering : them from following. their. Trades and 


-. © their Merchandize, whereby they may get a Liveli- 
. hood for their Wives-and Children ; And ſee. that 


. 


ram. henceforth You ſuffer 'Fhem to Open: their 


- 


_ Shops, .and to follow. their Buſineſs , as heretofore 


they. have done :. / And fee that Yon take heed how 
that You Act contrary to This ,. or-to Actas before- 
mentioned 3 or of taking: any Fines of thefe Peo- 
ple for the: Cauſe, aforefaid,, . while nothing :is At- 
tempted by them,. which might tend. to: the ſganda- 
lizing of any man ,. they bearing their reaſonable 


Share of fuch Burdens as do belong to the City, 
as well as others, og ae 


” 


Written at Aitwerp he a6th. rrchger 
EJOf LLAS chr Fri! yr 20: Eg 
a Ee ins Concerning 


{ 


a k 
Sk _-- fs. 
Pn R es 


2 wet. of ao th ra. wit it Fe : $3 as a4) "_ ox ade ni.” EE SORE {ELIT IO & > 
va” & 9 IN 8 hs SIG. <-> Y Y f$ - 
« C "6 4 F. 4 #.'* 


wt LA "s FEE £4 $20 he - 
o 27 "n" i dy ES LOSE y- CY ot" g? 7: 4 borne Aha ag. 
4 d CLP IT SE 257 $4 8 EY" II » 
" 4 &, %; Vs 3 My. »_ AR 4 % os PF # ch THe ra 
- - &” os Ti 5 P +4 we p OW I=s : * 
© ; on _ "Þ= 5 
( ; ) za 7 
7 , Rn. IO > il PS fs, 
"4% : >! ? » (£3 i 
ht » JP, __ . 4 h X 4 = 1 » ” 
- —— _— py = So F4 *. FP 
= w - _ ® « 
< =p - lf 4 * - & F . 
_ Concerning Swearing. 
P od = 
- oo : ; 
- 4 —_ l 
a 44.4.4... ith FFI Py” A Z »”* Bak *q = . 


| William Thorp's Zxamirthtron before the Biſhop. & 


Biſhop. I, is certified againſtthee William Thorp, that thou yumenrs, _ 
_ T preacheſt openly at Shrewsb#ry, That it is not law- Vol,-x, pag.” 
fal to Swear in any Caſe, | eu -'-*-” Jor. Mew MM 
Thorp. hat I preached at Shrewsbury, I ſay now here, By gh; dayes. 
the Authority of the Epiſtle 4, James, and by the Witneſs of di- . 
vers Saints ard Doors, I have preached openly in one place or © 
other, That it is not lawful to ſmear by any Creature,” (though 
he had not aig fo altogether as he ſaid). and 1 have preached 
ard tanpht according to the dforeſaid Authors, that no body _ 
ſhould Gs 1s any caſe; If rhat without an Oath he that w 
charged to ſwear might excuſe him without an Oath, to them Which wat 
RAE Ni: 


ve power to compel him to ſwear, then he ought only to -; = he 


". "The Us asked T horp, Whether it was not lawful for a by the Law of 
SubjeR at the bidding of his Prelate, to kneel down and God, which" 
kiſs the holy Ghol's Books ſaying, Help me GOD, and this Lav and Out" 
bely Doom, for he would do after is cunning and power alf "TS 
things that the Prelate commanded hitn, Te. | 

Thorp. Te ſpeak, full general and large, if the Prelat cong- 
mand to dv au nnlawful thing , ſhould he obey thertto 7 

Thorp ſaid to the Biſhop, I was once 1n a Gentleman's 
houſe,. and there was two, a Maſter of Divinity, and a Man - 
of Law : theſe men ſpake of Oaths ; and the Man of Law © = 
at the bidding of the Soveraign had power to charge him to - y. - © 8 
ſwear ; he would lay his hand upon the Book, and hear his -* © 2 
Charge ;. and if his Charge were unlajvful to his under- - 8 
ſtanding, he would haſtily withdray* his hand upon the. 
Book, taking there only God to witneſs, that he would Ful- 
fill the lawful Charge after his power : and the Maſter of 
" Divinity ſaid unto the Lg, Certainly he. that "—_ 7 
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his hand upon a Book on this wiſe, maketh. a promiſe to do 
that thing that he is commanded, and is obliged thereby by 
Book-Oath then to fulfill his Charge ; for no doubt he that 
chargeth him to lay-his hand thus upon a Book, toucheth it, 
and iweareth by ir, and kifſeth ir, and promiſing- in this 
form to do this thing or that, and will y and witneſs he 
that toucheth this Boak and kiſſeth-it , hath ſworn upon 
that Book ; andall other men that ſee that man thus do, and 
- ' "alſo all thoſe that hear thereof in the ſame wiſe, will ſay \ 
and witneſs, That this man hath ſworn upon a Book : 
Wherefore the Maſter of Divinity ſaid to the Lawyer, It. 
© _ was notlawfuleither to give or take any ſuch-Charge upon 
"BD a Book, it is nothing but divers creatures, of which it is 
_ "== made up ; Therefore to ſwear upon a Book,, it is to ſwear , 
ow mad the #3 1Þe Creatures, and this ſwearing is ever unlawful. . This 
EDivines (ſo Sentence witneſſeth Chryſoſtom: the Divine plainly, blaming 
"ralted) are them greatly that bring forth a Book to ſweir upon, and 
; Bo for Swea- 4.roeth his Clerks, that in no wiſe they conſtrain any body 


* Comrarno him ©O [VEAT, whether they think they ſweat true or falſe. * -- 
Stheyar, © [Thenthe Arch-Biſhop and his Clerk ſcorned at Thorp 
+» - greatly for his ſayings, and the Arch-Biſhop menaced him. 
"Rh with great Puniſhment and ſharp, except he would leave 
his Opinion of Swearing ; and he ſaid, It is not mine own 
Opinion, but the Opinion of Chrift our Saviour, of James, of 
Chryſoſtom, and of divers other Saints and Dottots, 

Then the Arch-Biſhop bid his Clerk read this Homily of 
Chryſoftom, So the Clerk read the Roll tHl he came to that 
clauſe where he ſaid, that it isa ſin to ſwear well, 


The Examinatioz of Elizabeth Young, (Martyr) before 


| HM. Huſly, 
5 -_ E 22:  Huſſj. Wilt thou not ſwear before a Judge > 
; 2-2 - Eliz. I know nt what an Oath. © ” 


Huſ[. Then he began to teach her the Book-Oath. 
Ebz. 1 do net wnderſiand it, and 1 will wt learn wr... 
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-. | ( 21 OY ED Page 
The Examination of Elizabeth befor the Biſhop of London, 
Sir Roger Cholmley, Dr. Cook the Recorder of Lon- 
.don, Dr. Roper of Kent, «nd Dr. Martin, as concern- . 
ing her Fauh. h 
B, Bonner, Wilt thou not ſwear before a Judge? this is 
the right trade of the = ES ch 
' Eliz, - My Lord Chrift ſaith, Whatſoever 1s more than yea 
yea, or nay nap, comes of evil, And moreover, I know not 
what an Oath'is, and I will take no ſuch thing upon me, © 
Sir Roger Cholmley, Twenty pounds twice over it's a man 
in womans apparrel. 
B. Boyer,” Think you ſo. 
Cholmley, Yes. 
Eliz. 1 am a Woman. __ 
Pep. Swear her by a Book, ſeeing it is but a Queſtion, 
Cholmley, I lay twenty pounds it is a Man, - 
Dr, Cook, brought her a Book, and commanded her to lay 
her hand thereupon. . 
_ Eliz, No, I will not ſwear, 1 know not what an Oath is : I 
am a Woman, and have Children, - 
B. Bonner, That know not we ; therefore ſwear. 
Chelmly, Thou ill-favoured Whore, lay thy hand on the 
Book - I will lay on mine : ſo he laid on his hand upon the 
Book, 
Eliz. So will not. 1, mine. | 
Dr. Cook, . Swear before us whether thou art. a Man or a 
Woman. : 
Eliz. If you will not believe me, ſend for Women into a ſecret 
place, and F willbe tried. CS Ya "ih 
- Cholmley, Thou ill-favour'd Whore, nothing but Spirit 
and Faith, Whore. . 
Eliz, / told you how I believe. 
Martin. Away With her, we have more to talk withal, 


Richard Hume ſaith, That every man ſwearing by our Le- Vol, 2, jo 2 
dy, os any other Sarnt or Creature, giveth more honour to 16, Henry" 
- the Saints than to the holy Tremty, and ſo. he ſaith they be 8ths dayes... 
Idolaters, | ._ = 
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+ Yol. Inthe ſecond of the ON Yer LI the cruel Laws ind 
24. Condemnations ef the Heathes Emeperonrs againſt the Chrj- 
69, 70. ftians, who had many Accuſers for Lucre's fake, to have = 
2” ' the Poſleſſfions of the ChriFrars, ſo incenſedthe mind of the 
=” Empereur, and were ready to accuſe them to have the ſpoyl 
{ . of their Goods, and that the Chriſt1ans ſhould ſwear to-de= 
3 Clare the Truth, that was the Form whether they were in 
very deed Chriſtians ar not ? and if they confeſled, then by 
Þ---: their Law, Sentence of Death proceeded, The. kinds of 
xp death, which” they ſuffered were-.divers and harrible, what- = 
A ſoever the cruelty of mens inventions could-devile, for 1 
the puniſhment of man's body, , who were of the Chriſtias 
Party, as I have mentioned Likes, fiſt, Impuſonment, 
 _ Stripes, Scourging, Drawing, Tearings, Stonings, Plates of 
0 Iron and Braſs laid unto them burtiing hor, 'deep Dungeons, 
= Rackings, Stranglings, Impriſonments, the Teeth of Wild 
£7 way in Beaſts, Grid-irons,Gibbets, Gallows, toffing upon the Hotns 
pe _ of BuYs ; and when their bodies were thus killed, they laid 
« before ther 22<12 in heaps, and Dogs left to: keep them, that no man 
was a Pope, Might come to bury thent : for when they were thus ſhin, 
hoafterwards crucified, . caſt to Wild-beaſts, and into Fites, and caſt to 
milo compe?® Tormentors, yet they kept their Confeſſion and would not 
_— go from, but kept the Faith of Chriſt Jeſus, and could not 
= . be compelled to Swear, but kept the Do&trines of Chriſt and 
the Apoſtles, who ſaith they ſhould not ſwear 5 andthe more 
came 49 the Faith of Chriſt : As a man cuts a Vine-tree, 
the more it grows ; ſo did the Chriſtians _ | This was 
-  hefofe thete was a Pope, which afterwards brought up Swea-. 
« rTmg, againſt Chriſt's Doftrine and his Apoſtles, and 10 is the ? 
Antichriſt : for the Pope compelling to ſwear, made void, as 
much as in him lay, the Teftimony of the Martyrs ini the 


CE 


Ten Per ſecutions, | 
: iy In Clark's Book, titled A General Martyrologte. 
o,1.p.97. NEE NT ITO A EE as % c 


"Pag. 203,  - Hunrick, the King , in the) ſeventh: year” ob bis 
304,  Raign, having cauſed all the Biſhops in Afica on a-cettain © 
4 day to meet at Carthage, among whom many refuſed to ſwear 
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at all, who having ſuffered-very much, Wag a their juſt. 
Complaints were very grievous unto the King | | 
afterwards commanded the ſaid ſuffering Biſhops to meet 
him, at the Temple of Memory, and when they came thither, © 
they had this Writing delivered to them ,- Our Lord King 
 Huntick lamenting your obſtinacy, in refuſing to obey his Will, 
aid toymbrace his Reli gow , yet intends to-deal graciouſly wath - 

ou ; ad if you will take this Oath, he will ſend you back to your 
Churches and Houſes,” Then they all ſaid with one conlent, 
We are all Chriſtians and Biſhops, and hold the Apoſtolical and 
exly true Faith : | Mark, they that hold the cr#e Fairh, .deny 
to ſmear at-#l| and thereupon they made a brief Confeſſion 
of their Faith. But the King's Commillioners urged them 
without any further delay, to take the Oath contained in 
that Paper. - Whereuyon they an{wered, Do you think, ws 
brut(ſh beaſts, that we ſhould ſs oa Ty ſweer tg a Writing, wherein 
we knew got what t contained, Then the Oath was read unto 
them,. which was this, Te ſhall ſwear, that after the death of 
the Lard or King , bis ſon Hilderick ſhall ſucceed him inthe 
Kingdom ; ard -& noue of you ſhall ſeud a Letter beyoud the 
Sees.. i If you take this Qath, he will reſtore you to your 
Churches, Then ſome.of them-were willing to cake it; but 
ethers that ſaw further into the. ſubcilty of it, refuſed it. 
Then were thoſe which would take cit, commanded to ſepa- 
rate themſelves from the other ; which being done, a Notary 
&ſently took their: Names, and of ryhat City they were z 
he did. {0 kkewiſe:by the Refuſets ; .and\ſo both Parties 
Weie committed to Ward ; and ſhortly after the King ſent 
them word, fits To thoſe that would have taken the Oath, 
Becauſe that you( contrary to the Rule of the Gofpel,which ſaith, 
T hog ſhalt no; ſwear at all) would have ſworn, The King's will 
i, that yau ſhall never ſee your Churches more, but ſhall. be ba- 
niſhed, suto the Wilderneſs, and never perform any Miniſterial 
Office again, and there you ſhall till the Ground, | And was not 
this a juſt reward upon ſuch as denged their Religion, . and 
broke Chriſt's Command ? } And thoſe that would not take 
the Oath, he baniſhed alſo into.the Ifle of Corſe 30 heyy Tim. 
ber for Ships, which was 427 years; after Chriff., which 
rr &esc0 ; , Was 
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+ ” was two hundred twenty won # before there was 4 
>  - Pope, who afterwards compelled Chritians to ſwear, | 


: The Perſecution of the Waldenſes begax Fx the year of 
"2 OI, CANIS a LESS. = 


"09.2. P48- In the dayes of Pope Alexander the third, ſome Chri- 
b30. & 26, tians, called Waldenſes, refuſed to take any Oath, whereby 
I ' they ſhould be inforced $0 accuſe themſelves,” or their 
IP Friends. © be a» Frogs. 
_ * Blantinaand Pomticus ſuffered about the year 170, inthe 
*- | foxrth Perſecution of the ten, before there was a Pope, becauſe 
they would not ſwear. 2 $2 IRE eff. 2 
| z des a Captain, went with a fair Virgin to Execution, 
and he ſhewed her ſome favour, and ſhe took it kindly, and 
ſaid the would pray for him. Not long after it hapened that 
Baſilides was required to give an Oath from the'Emperour ; 
but he plainly affirmed that he was a Chr:i#t:az ;- and' at the 
- firſt he was thoughtdifſemblingly to jeſt, but afterwards he 
conftantly and in earneſt did affirm the ſame : 'and they had 
him before the Judge, and committed him” to Watd ;-'the 
Chriſttans marvelled thereat, enquired of 'him the'cauſe"of 
his ſudden Converſion.” To whonthe anſwered and faid;that 
: Polimuena had prayed for him to the'Lord;; and ſo hefaw a . 
Crown upon his head ; adding moreover, that itſhould not 
be long before he ſhould be teceived,” and ſo the next day 
was beheaded, becauſe the wonld not ſmear and orve the Oath; 
but confeſt himſelf a Chriſtian. This was before there was « 
Pope that ſet up Swearing int the firſt Perſecfion of ' the ten —-| 
about the year 197. Enſebins, 1b. 6,” cap. 5,0 oo 
In Q. Maries dayes,they would have had Dr.Sands' have 
entered into Bonds, with two 'Sareties, when he was to be'ſer 
atliberty : but he {aid he came a free-m4r into Priſon, and 
he would not go forth a b9xd-man, 'and.ſo he paſled our free.” 
In Henry the 8th's dayes, there were ſome ſpoke: agaitiſt 
Vowes. © And Seven Were butned, becauſe in'their Occupa- 
tions they would not ufs anyOab,'norcouldabide it in 
thent”that-orcupied with ther, 7 7 1 212 36 Lo, 
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ECISPadFs , they oP Tha toſs te ct Pol.s x. 
Biſhops, and make them by an Oath, Jy plainly wicked and 
. unlawful. 
( ornelin miring! to the Biſhop of the. Eaft Churches, s of= ES. 
dained that no Oath ſhould be pe or exacted of any pag. 5909 
head or chief Biſhop, for any cauſe, or by any power. - Anno IJ 


+ 


Biſhop Cranmer refuſed to ſwear to Lady Ame ; and alſo Great = 
he ſaith, Thathe was Judge of no mans Conſcience but his; pag. 00 
own ; and that every man ſhould give an account. of his 
own, arid not of another man's. Anno 1 556. p 

Fhe Arch-Biſhop ſaid,' There's no Maſter of Divinity in Great Pa FR 
England ſo great, if he hold this Opinion before me, but Tie pa G96, 

- puniſh him, as I le do thee,except thou wilt ſwear as I will £- be 
charge thee. The Clerk, ſaid, Wilt thou ſubmit to the Or- 
dinance, and lay thy hand on the Book ? 

Thorp ſaid, I heard a Mafter of Drvinuy ſay, That in "ich 
acaſeitis all one to touch a Book, and to ſwear by a Book, 
And Chryſoftom proves him worthy of great blame that bring- 
eth a Book to ſwear upon : And it muſt needs follow, . that he P | 

| that ſweareth upon that Book, -Þ Þ : 
it: ſaid, That Elizabeth Young refuſed to NO: Val. 3. pats 
upon the four Evaneeliſts before a Judge : for I my elf, 9 10, 98h " 

—2, Huſſy, have had her before us four times —could not D 


bring her to ſwear. - : =, © 
'Dr. Martin. Thou Rebel and traitorly Whore— thou = 
ſhalt be wrackt-— handled , thou ſhalt be made an Example -Y 


to all traitorly Whore-Hereticks ; » and thou ſhalt be made "IF 

to ſwear by the four Evange geliſs. As _ 
Eliz. 7 will. not ſwear, I kaow my duty £) God's Word, to Vl. 3. | 

God, and to the Queen. 753. 
Alſo Thones Rowland aid, 1f he 4:4 cur ſe and ſwear, then | 

he was worthy to be beaten. Wh 
Bith, Bonner ſwore [By my Faith] to the Lord Mayor upon Vol 3. page! 

Robert Smith's Examination the laſt time. | _ * 49 I, "l 

:  - Rob. Smith at this word (whiph the Biſhop coupled with 

an Oath) came in, and taking him in (DE MAgner, dels Us 

w_—__ Ye Lad ſwear. | 


2% | 
Bs 
= VM 


ws OO VWY MAE opt wot SiG eat... ado os 5+ h729. 3: 
Ty » *® ><" EI IIEL A COR 8s: pt, IE T KR. - x 4 
£. '® pA - 


E >. 2 "© - Then Bith; Boawer ted-to the Mayor, and called him 
ol 4d «p49. In the ayer L,. ave the Fourth, three men were con- 
_ ee to'death for denying the Pope's Supromary. © 8 
- Men that make Oaths tonrekry he Command of Chnft, 
Whois the Son of God, whom God: ſent into the World-to 
give a Lay to the People; who is the Law-giver : Them 
that tranſgreſs his Commands by making: Oaths, which 
break them again at their pleaſure : As inſtance, the Pope 
abſolved the French King from his Oath which he had made - 
3 to the Emperour. | 
Vol.2. pag. Blendina a woman, and Ponticus a youth of fifteen years 
be. old, Martyrs, could not be forced to ſwear With all the 
Fol. x. p.62. Wicked Cruelty of the Tormentors ; neither fpazing the 
= -- ave of the Childe, nor the ſe& of the Woman, but put 
them to all the puniſhment and pain they could deviſe ; and 
often-times would haveforced them to ſwear, yetwWere Hot 
able to compel them : as-inftance ſome as followeth. Afﬀtex 
her cruel Whippings, ſhe was brought to the common Scat- 
fold and there thrown down to be tern with wild beaſts, in 
_- the face of the People ;- Being brought the feet 
- + the Scaffold, ſuffered all kind of Torments, as tho: 
© . to they had ſuffered nothing at all ; they firiving for the 
Crown, fuffered again more Scourgings; the trying of Wild- 
beaſts, and what elſe ever the frantick people cryed for,and 
willed : above all the reſt they-bronght the Irow Chair, in 
which their bodies being ſer, - they wete ſo ſcorched, as on 
a Gnid-1ron fryed on the coals, which ſavoured with the 
ſavour of the frying among the people ; and yet for all that 
the Tormentors ceaſed not; but worked more fierce, and w. 
mad to overcome the. patience of the Saints, being made all 
the whole day a ſpeRacteunto the world, in place and ſtead 
_ of Games and Sights, which was wont tobe extibed to the 


le, | ; w 
oo Blandina being broughtforth again, was faſtened to a 
ſtake and caft to the ravetious beaſts to be devoured'; and 
whilft ſhe-ſeeras'tohang as it were upon a Crofs, by the fer- | 
vency of her Prayer might comfort the reft of ages" -n 
| 2 - Wc 
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which Agony ſhe ſuffered all fox the Glory .of Fioe-qud 
When they ay no ? would.come. nigh her » TQUsS 


W1 
hanging, the was taken down and caſt again into Priſon. .. 
"Then Blandina, and Porticus the Child were brought out 
* every day to ſee the puniſhment of. their fellows, that they 
mightbe compelled thereby to ſwear, and delivered then to ' 
Wyld-beaſts, and Torments upon Grid-irqns; atlength ſhe 
was put into a Net and thrown to a Wild Bull, and. when 
ſhe-had been ſufficiently gored and wounded with the Horns 
of the-ſame beaſt, felt nathing of all that chanced to-her, fox 
the great hope and conſolation ſhe had in Chri$# and heaver- 
ty thergs, and was thus ſlain; inſomuch that the very Hea-..:.* -- 
chimes themſelves confeſſed that there was never Weman  - ---4 
put to death of them, that ſuffered ſo much as this Woman 


. Andafter that Poxticxs the young youth hal ſuffered. all ©. -. 
the Torments and Pains, ;he gave up the ghoſt ; who could X 
never be compelled to twear by all the Tormehts and In- 
ventions of the Heathev. Oh! what have our Chriſtians Joſt 
that compel Oaths.to Chrihazs, ſeeing thatſo many-ſulfezed 
{o many cxuel Tortures and Torments before they would 
fwear,and throw away the Command of Chr:# our Saviour. A 
which ſaith they ſhould not ſwear. So refuſing to {wear 1s -— 2 
no new thing. - 


I . - Concerning the Hat, "> *.. om Fg 


BT was committed by the High Commiſſioners, and 
.removed'by Habeas orgs into the Kizgs-Bench, They 
returned the Writ, with a Certificate, . That-they did com- 
mit him for. certain Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical : which general 
Cauſe the Court did diſalloyy, I EF 


' They centified another time, . That it was for Irreverent 
a Carriage and Saucy Speeches to Dr, Newman. . The Court 
_ allo diſallowed & that Cane - [+ 4-5 32 5 


* Birry,put in Bail to appear de die 1» dirw, and was diſ- 
charged, . BY, oy tet. 
EE D 2 ; [e-. 
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F ' "- "Te was then holden, That if Birrydid nothut off his Hat 
b to him, or give him the Pall, that the ſame were not ſuffi. 


OY 
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2 cient Cauſes to commit him. Mich, 3. Fac. 'B,R, Birries 
| - . . Caſe. Hughes Reqr. fol. 14). - | £55k 
Pol. 2, pag. In Henry the Erght*s dayes, the Burning and Martyrdom 
250. Hey, Of Kerby, As they had him out of Priſon to burn him he 
ths dejes, YEnt on foot, andas he went he mer with them going Pro- 
*% ceſſioning, but he would not bow his Cap nor Knee ; and 
the Officers being much offended at him, one took a ſtick of 
a Faggot, when he was tied to the Stake, and truck him 
 . _- that heſunkdown. ; | 
As & Mo- Dr. Ridley, when he was examined before the ' Brſlagy. 
wmerts, Lincols, when he heard the Cardrnal named, and the Ps, 
FRE.2, pag. Holineſs, put on his Cap before the Biſhop of Lincoln, 
$95.1» Q. The Biſhop ſaid, That neither he, nor the Lords,in reſpeR 
farics days of their own perſons did look for Cap or Knee, but that 
E  theydid repreſent ſuch Perſons, the Cardinals Grace, Legate 
"IJ to the Pope's Holineſs; Wherefore except.you will your ſelf 
take the pains to put your Hand to your Head, and at the, 
Nomination as well of the ſaid Cardinal, as of the Pope's 
Holinef,, uncover the ſame, left that this your Contumacy 
exhibited noy before us ſhould be prejudicial to the afore- 
faid Perſons, which thing we may inno cafe ſuffer, you 
ſhall cauſe us to take the pains to cauſe ſome man'to pluck 
E off your Cap. | - 
=Y -, Dr. Kidley anſwered, But in that he ts Legat to the Biſhop of 
E- Rome (and therewith put on his Cap) whoſe «ſurped Supre- 
macy, and abuſed Autbority 1 utterly refuſe and-renounce, 1 
may un no wiſe prve obedience or honour unto him, 
Lincoln tephed, Mr. Ridley, you excuſeyour ſelf of that 
_ with the which we preffed you nor, in that you proteſt you 
keep on your Cap, neither for any Contumacy -towards us, 
(who look for no ſuch honqur of you) neither for any Con- 
rempt of this Audience ; which, - although juſtly they may, 
yet (I ſuppoſe) in this caſe do not requize any ſuch obey- 
{ance of you, neither.in derozation of any honour due te my 
Lord Cardinal's Grace, for his Regal deſcent : for, alchoug 
in all the premiſes honour be dye, yet in theſe reſpe&s we 
; = require 


\ 


| en ARE a Rd 
require none of yon"; but_only in that my Lord Cardinal's 
Graze is here in'Ergland, Deputy the Pope's Holineſs ( at 
which word the Lords and others put off their: Caps, and 
Mr. Ridley put on his ) and therefore we ſay unto. you tlie 
fecond time, That except you take the pains your felf to put / 
your hand to your head and put off your Cap, you ſhall put 
- us to the pain to cauſe ſome man to take it from you ; except 
you alledge' ſome infirmity and ſickneſs, or other mote rea- 
ſanable cauſe, upon the conſideration whereof we'may do'as 
we think good. | 5 
Dr. Ridley anſwered, The premiſes I ſaid only for this exd, 0 
That it might appear why and for what conſideration T uſed ſuch 0 
| kind of behaviour, in not humbling my ſelf to you with Cap and _ 
Knee : | and as for ſickneſs, I thank, God 1 am as well at _ a T 5 
have been this long ſeaſon ; and therefore -1 de not pretend' that 


which is not, but oulythis, that it might appear by this my hee. v9 
haviour, That I acknowledge 1n no point ( mark ) that Hſurped Wc 
Supremacy of Rome , and therefore contemn and utrerhy deſpiſe -F 
all Authority coming from him, In takgng off my Cap, do as it = 


ſhall pleaſe you, ard I ſhall be contewt. - - | 
Then the Bifhop of L:»coly, after the third Admonition, 
( Mark) commanded one of the Beadles (thatis, an Officer 
of the Univerſity.) to pluck his Cap from his head : and ſo 
the Beadle took away his Cap, ATI gs 
Then the Bithop made -an Oration, and asked him whe- | 
ther he would recant, and ſubmit-himſelf to the. lniverſal 
Faith,” The ſame Faith as was his, is the plucker off of Hats 4 
and Caps faith.” - i do not read that 1t was Timothy and _ 
Titus practice to pluck off the Hats and Caps of people. . —_ 
 Dr.-Ridley' was brought before the Commiſſioners again, Second Seff, 
Theivthe Biſhop of Lincoln urged to Dr, Rid/ey agfinhis not Pgg. 1601... ©; 
puttingooff his Capzor uncovering his head, in that the Care | Ee 
dinal was Legat tothe moſt Reverend Father-in G O D, the M 
Pope's Holineſs (with that the Biſhop, with all then preſent, 
put off their Caps, but Mr. R:d/ey moved not his) you ſaid 
you ne-could,' ne-wauld-by any means. be-ingluced to give 
him hShour': bur ſoraſmuch 'as this: 18 the point, as we told 
you yeſterday, why we require honour-and reverence of you; | 
; | | We 
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Netell you now, as we xid then; Except you take the pains 
- to Move. your Bowest,, We will take:the pains to-eauſe your 

Bonnet to be takenfrom yau, except you pittend/fickneſs, as 
_ _ -:  Redlepreplyed, 1 pretentl-1now nowe-other  tayſe then 1 did 
$47 yeſterday : that ts only that hereby it may appear, that not only In 

* - word and confeſſion, fas alſo by all my geſture and behaviour, 1» 
220 point 1 agnge or ad mit any Authority or Power that ſhall come 
from the Pope”; and not for any pride of mind (4s God i my Fudg) 

" metther for contempt of you, or of this Audience ,. neitber for de- © 
_ Togation of honour duc to my Lord Cardinal” s Graeey as concern- 
ing thaſe-pornts which you fpeak of, that ts, his Noble Parentage 
ngular graces im Learning. © And as dig taking my Cap 

Way, 104 may do'as gt ſpall pleaſe you, rt:fhall not offend me. - 

.- Then faid Zoncoly, Foraimiuchas-you do-an{wes now- as 
-yau-did:yeſterday, we muſt doialſc ws: we did. hen : and 
be | — one of the Bead{es very haftidy ſnatched his Cap off 
FH, 1s ne, 2 - 7 
E”* Pag. 1699. + Dro Cramer Archbithop of Ganterbury, when he was With 
” An.1556, the Biſhop of Glouceſter, who-was-dgainſt him, vuandCranmer 
March Hcholding the Biſhopinthe fact, put on his Bexxet, making 
= no manner 'of © token\ of" obedience) towards him at all, 
Whereat the Biſhop bemg offended, ſaid unto him, It might 
beſeem him right well, weighing the Authority he did repre- 

x 1» do his duty unto him.” Ip 1 angle a, 

\. Whereunto Dr. -Crawwer anſwered, He deſired the ſaid 

> Biſhop totudge of hins, that he did (it not. for any contempt 20. 11: 
| Perſox, which he could have been coment to have honoured as wel! 
=. - 45 any of the other, if his Commiſſion had:come from as good an 
= '- -- Muthortyactheirs, This anſwered he both modeſily, wiſe- 
— . * .»** lyandpattently, with his Cap on-his head, not once bowing 
= - __or-making any reverence t6 him that repreſented the Pope's 
Perſoa ; which:was wonderouſly of the'people marked, that 
were there preſent and ſawiit, and-markedit as nighas.could 
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- When they perceived that rhe Arch-bithop. would not 
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er, We are come to you a6:Commiſſioners,: ſent by on 
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V Ovdman was accuſed by the Biſhop of Wincheſter for Pol.2. Pay. * 
__Yy _an Heretick, Which was for the breach of a Svatuite © 890, An. Þ 
in Queen aries dayes, for ſpeaking to-a Prieft in the Pul- 7557- © 
pit; and being had before the Juſtices, they would have had Ce we 
him bdund to his Good Behaviour ; and becauſe he refuſed it, fee Q prices, 
they ſent him to Priſon; The werdeof -the Statute, If any Laws which, 
man do interrupt any Preacher or Preachers, lawfully authorized was made a8. 
by the Queens Majefty, or by any other lawful Ordinary ; that canes 46 — 
then every particular that ſo offendeth, ſhall ſuffer three moneths the People of. 
Impriſonment : and furthermore be brought tothe Seſſions, and God called* © © 
there being ſorry for the ſame, aud alſo bound for his good abear- Quakers, have | 
ing one whole year, to be releaſed ; or elſe to remain 1n Priſon. < fiered by rhe "7 
And the ſaid Weodwan ſpeaking ſomething to the Com- {rows 5 
.. Miſhoners of the fame, 
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nd at_diſhonour of 
you. (ſaid he) that come there had ſuch a Hell i Y 
| Conſcience for thotmer as'Fhad ( faid he 'rill Tame 
Te them again, and had uttered my Coil | 
n 5 Tere ſay (Hai he ) you -wonld come” there. 
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